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CHARGE
GENTLEMEN OF THE GRAND JURY---
A s you have been selected in the manner prescribed by law 
and returned and sworn to serve at this Court as Grand Jurors
for the County of---------: it has now become the duty of the
Court, in compliance with an ancient and commendable usage, 
to give you in Charge, in a more particular manner, the impor­
tant duties devolved upon you : and to enumerate, define and ex­
plain the several crimes and misdemeanors cognizable by this 
Court, and which may demand your official enquiry and con- 
sideration.--It is believed that a charge of this nature, from the 
Court to a Grand Jury, is calculated to make good impressions : 
to diffuse in no small degree a knowledge of our criminal code, 
enacted for the prevention and punishment of offences : to give 
information to the citizens, with regard to their obligations to the 
government, and to each other: and to increase their respect 
for those principles and laws which ought to govern the conduct 
of all : espicially, if at the same time, they perceive the tribunals 
of Justice anxiously endeavouring to give them their aid, and 
sanction by a calm, impartial and unwearied discharge of their 
duty.—As the people are bound to obey the Laws, and demean 
themselves in such a manner as to secure, as far as possible, the  
public peace and tranquility : and thereby preserve our civil 
and social blessings ; so it is the duty of those who administer 
them, to present them to the public view in such a manner 
as to shew their wisdom and necessity : their general character 
and tendency : their mildness and humanity, and the countless 
benefits resulting to society from their due observance. They 
should endeavour by all proper explanations and persuasives to 
lead the people into habits of veneration for the laws, and obe­
dience to their requirements—and at the same time warn the 
careless; and, if possible, deter the unprincipled from the repe­
tition of crimes, by teaching them the fatal consequences which 
must follow—Such a course of proceeding is calculated to give 
greater power and influence to the laws, and increase in the com­
munity the disposition to obey and support them.—Your duties 
are in very general terms, stated in the oath of office, which has 
been administered to you—“You shall diligently enquire,and true 
presentment make, of all such matters and things as shall be giv­
en you in charge.” As the charge of the Court has relation to 
all offences properly cognizable by this Court, this part of your 
oath demands of you, care and patience in searching into, and 
examining all subjects requiring: your official investigation: 
whether communicated to you by the Attorney General, or by
complaint of any of your fellow-citizens: or those of which you 
may have some personal knowledge.—As you are the guardians 
of Innocence, and the protectors of those who might be assailed, 
and ruined, if they could be hurried to the bar for trial, without 
your permission, upon the accusation of any secret and revenge­
ful enemy, so you are under the most solemn obligations not 
to be weary in well-doing, while employed in the important du­
ties of your station—but upon proper proofs to present to the 
Court, all those whom you believe to be offenders against the 
Laws, that they may be holden to answer to the charge : that, 
if innocent, their innocence may be shewn by a fair acquittal— 
that, if guilty, they may be fairly convicted and openly senten­
ced and punished according to their deserts.—As by our Laws, 
no man can be put to trial for a public offence, until indicted by 
a Grand Jury : so no man, whose conduct has been such as to 
subject him to your censure, and justly demand a public investi­
gation, should through inattention, be suffered to pass unnoticed 
and unaccused.—Such an omission would be inconsistent in it­
self, and lead to dangerous consequences.
“ The State’s counsel, your fellows and your own, you shall 
keep secret.” Grand Jurors are often too inattentive to this 
clause in their oath: probably from no improper motive : but 
the subject demands particular consideration.—As your procee­
dings are exparte, and the accused has no opportunity of being 
heard before you, it is highly improper that those proceedings 
should be known abroad : learning that he is in danger, he may 
make his escape; and thus the claims of justice would be defeat­
ed, and the laws violated with impunity.—But it is also of impor­
tance, that your proceedings should remain a secret, for the 
sake of the accused :—on examination of his conduct, you may 
find him perfectly innocent: or you may be fully satisfied that 
he ought not to be openly charged. His character ought not to 
suffer by reason of a complaint which you may find to be en­
tirely groundless, and perhaps malicious. In no case can the 
disclosure answer any good purpose : in many cases it may pro­
duce essential injury to the State, or the accused : and in all ca- 
ses it is a violation of your oath.—You are, therefore, distinctly 
charged upon this point, with a hope and expectation of a strict 
observance on your part.
 “ You shall present no man for malice, hatred or envy.”— 
It is difficult to believe that our Grand Juries ever violate this 
part of their oath.—It cannot be presumed that twelve men could 
be so lost to a sense of duty, and all the obligations of Religion 
and morality, as on oath, deliberately and publicly to charge a 
man as a felon, or a subordinate offender, from the influence of 
such cruel and malignant feelings.—If in any parts of the world 
accusations are made from such unhallowed motives, the re­
proach cannot attach to our own country :—still it is the duty 
of all to guard the heart, lest the judgment should be insensibly
4influenced by the silent operation of any sinister considerations 
in the discharge of the momentous duties of a Grand Juror.
" Neither shall you leave any man unpresented, through love, 
fear, favor, affection or hope of reward.”—This branch of your 
oath contains a solemn injunction : it appeals at once to your 
firmness and integrity : your impartiality and moral principle: 
and you are under deep obligation to the government to prove 
by your decisions, that the appeal is not made in vain.—The 
laws of the land can never be respected, nor those who admin- 
ister them, if power, wealth, office or family interests, are per­
ceived to possess an improper influence on our Courts of Justice, 
or our Grand Juries.—We cannot bestow our respect and es­
teem on those, in whom we cannot repose our confidence.—It is 
in vain that people should have equal rights, if they cannot equal­
ly enjoy them : or that laws should be made for the government 
of all, if a part may violate them with impunity.—You are 
bound, then, to look to the proof o f the charge, not to the conse­
quences in regard either to the accused, or to yourselves,—For the 
same reason that certainty of punishment is a greater prevention 
of crimes, than the severity of i t ; firmness, independence and 
impartiality in the discharge of all your official duty, will serve 
to strengthen the confidence of the peaceful and virtuous : and 
check the vicious and overbearing in their hopes of success.— 
Neither are you at liberty to indulge the feelings of friendship 
and affection for the accused, when such indulgence would mis­
lead your judgment, and draw you from the course, which your 
consciences direct you to pursue.—We are all in danger from 
the influence of such amiable sentiments and feelings, when they 
array themselves in opposition to the stern dictates of duty:— 
but the path to be trodden is plain and direct: it must not be 
overlooked—much less avoided.
Should a Grand Juror suffer himself in his deliberations to be 
led astray and corrupted by the " hope of r e w a r d ," he would 
stand without excuse—a criminal in motive and conduct.—It would 
be poisoning the fountain and the streams of Justice, and con­
verting a responsible office, into an engine of fraud and injus­
tice—perhaps of oppression and ruin,
“ But you shall present things truly as they come to your 
knowledge, according to the best of your understanding.”
This contains a brief summary of your duty—demanding of 
you patience, perseverance, fidelity, impartiality and truth, in  
all your enquiries, deliberations and decisions.
The third section of the tenth article of our Constitution, con- 
 tains the following provision : “ All Laws now in force in this 
State and not repugnant to this Constitution, shall remain and be 
in force, until altered or repealed by the Legislature, or shall 
expire by their own limitation.” Your duties, therefore, will 
be less arduous, inasmuch as those laws, peculiarly belonging 
to your province, have not undergone any alterations since the
3organization of our government.—As our Criminal Code is that; 
with which we have for a long time been familiar, our rights and 
obligations are easily understood ; and all are free from those 
inconveniences which are often experienced, arising from exten­
sive or sudden changes in that system of laws, framed to guard 
the peace and morals of society, by injunctions, prohibitions and 
punishments.
Having made these general observations, I now proceed to 
the definitions and explanations of offences, and such accompa­
nying remarks, as may enable you with more clearness to un­
derstand the particulars to which your attention may be directed.
[Here the Chief Justice went through a long catalogue of crimes 
and offences as proposed; and then proceeded as follows:—]
Another important and interesting duty is devolved upon 
towns, which demands your serious consideration. I allude to 
those provisions which are contained in our laws for the instruc­
tion of children in the public schools. This is a blessing un­
known in many parts of the United States : but it is one of which 
we have long seen and felt the value. We should be without 
excuse if we should not continue to cherish these inestimable in­
stitutions, and render them more and more numerous and useful. 
—The provisions of the law relating to this subject are doubtless 
familiar to you. My aim is to impress on your minds the im­
mense importance of compelling a strict compliance with them. 
—We who are advanced on the stage of life, and engaged in its 
active duties, are in a great measure answerable for the charac­
ters and happiness of those who now are children. Their lives 
may, and probably will receive their complexion from the edu­
cation, which we provide for them. If that education be under 
the care of virtuous and intelligent Instructors, aided by paren­
tal advice and example, we have good reason to hope and 
believe that they will become good and valuable members of 
society: on the contrary, if they should be left to grow up in 
ignorance—poisoned by vicious company —governed by their 
passions, and unrestrained in their conduct; we may well expect 
that they will be useless or mischievous in the community :—a. 
disgrace to themselves and an affliction to us,— The peculiar char- 
acter of the people of New-England is in no small degree produ- 
ced and continued by that system of school education and pub­
lic instruction from the Pulpit, for which we have been so long 
and so honorably distinguished: in consequence of which useful 
information has been universally diffused : while the principles of 
morality and religion have been steadily inculcated by a respec- 
table Clergy. If, therefore, we would consult the reputation and 
welfare of the State—the happiness of the rising generation, or 
our own social and domestic enjoyments, we must instruct our 
youth with care, and guide them in the paths of virtue.
But another and more interesting subject still, demands our 
serious regard. We cannot too highly estimate our means of
6moral and religious improvement: knowing, as we do, how much 
the peace, good order and happiness of a people depend upon 
the hopes and prospects of Christianity, and the regular dis­
charge of its duties. It is not enough that provision be made 
for the purpose of teaching children the rudiments of learning 
in the public schools, and giving them the religious impressions 
which they usually receive while attending them. When they 
leave these schools and enter on the business of life, they should 
be constantly blessed with able Teachers of Piety, Religion and 
Morality, on whose instructions they may conveniently attend. 
Teachers, who will be ever anxiously engaged in promoting, by 
precept and example, the lasting peace and prosperity of the 
people of their charge, and leading them onward in the paths of 
heavenly wisdom : who will diffuse the blessings of the Gospel 
of Peace, by a display of its momentous truths—its benign prin- 
ciples—its precepts and its promises; and in this manner as far 
as possible correct and regulate the conduct and amend the 
heart. It is earnestly hoped and it is to be presumed, that our 
towns and parishes will never forget their obligations to procure 
and preserve among us these powerful means of doing good, and 
giving value to life and society. For it is a truth on which we 
may rely with confidence, that no human government can be 
permanent and happy, unless its foundations are deeply laid in 
the principles of the Christian Religion.
G entlemen—The circumstances, in which we are assembled 
are as interesting as they are novel:—scenes which we have long 
been accustomed to witness, have passed away ; and new scenes 
are presented to our view : new objects demand and receive our 
attention : new hopes and feelings are awakened ; and the mind 
receives an, impulse peculiar to the occasion. All this is natur­
al to us as members of a young Republic—solicitous for its wel­
fare and its respectability.—A few. months since we were citizens 
of Massachusetts—subject to her laws and enjoying their protec­
tion in peace and friendship.  We are now citizens of a Sovereign 
and Independent State, which we emphatically call our own; 
governed by Rulers elected by ourselves, an d subject to our own 
laws. All these changes have been produced in a spirit of har­
mony and Justice, as honorable to all concerned, as it is saluta­
ry in its effects.  A prospect is now opened to our view, full of 
interest and promise We have formed engagements and 
assumed responsibilities, numerous and important, in which all 
are deeply concerned: and those of. us who have entered this 
Court of Justice in our official capacities, are for the first time 
(in this County) convened to perform those duties which are de­
volved upon us by the laws of this State. On such an occasion, 
it is not unnatural that we should begin our judicial course with 
hesitancy and caution. But we all have the laws of the land 
for our guide ; and our security is in their faithful exposition and 
observance. Let us all, then, advance with a firm and steady
step :---- always searching for the truth, and endeavoring
to act with impartiality—giving strength to the laws by our own 
carefulness to obey them : constantly aiming to advance the best 
interests of all, by cherishing correct principles and exhibiting 
virtuous examples.—These objects are within the power of us 
a ll ; and we are liable to censure, if we do not attain them.
We have commenced our career of Independence under cir­
cumstances highly auspicious. The nations of the earth are 
generally at peace: our own country enjoys profound tran­
quility : we are surrounded with abundance, and the smiles 
of Heaven enliven and enrich our prospects :—If we suffer any 
perplexities and embarrassments, they proceed from arrange- 
ments, little connected with our municipal concerns or social 
blessings. Our Constitution has been formed with unexpected 
harmony, and is highly acceptable to the people :—Our Rulers 
have been chosen without discord, or any hostility of feeling— 
and the government has been organized upon principles which 
promise peace and good fellowship among our citizens, and the 
promotion of the best interests and institutions of the State.—Our 
Legislature has assembled and promptly enacted such laws as 
the exigencies of the occasion rendered necessary : they have 
given early proofs of their solicitude to establish and secure our 
rights and cherish the interests of Science and Literature,and 
thus diffuse through the community that general knowledge, 
which is the basis—the vital principle of Republican Govern­
ment. The measures they have adopted, at the recommenda­
tion of the Executive, in aid of Bowdoin College—of the Medical 
School established under its superintendance and controul— 
and of the Literary and Theological Institution at Waterville, 
deserve distinct and grateful acknowledgment.—With respect to 
Bowdoin College, in particular, the bounty bestowed has not 
only furnished relief which circumstances had rendered necessa- 
ry—but it is a pleasing pledge of future encouragement and 
support to this excellent Institution. We may now confidently 
anticipate that its public usefulness and means of diffusing its 
blessings will in due time equal the high and solid reputation it 
so justly sustains among the learned establishments of our coun­
try. We have taken our station among the other states of the 
Union, and it depends upon ourselves what shall be our future 
character for wisdom, respectability, and the blessings naturally 
flowing from a good government, fairly, faithfully and impartial­
ly administered.
Virtue and intelligence among the people, as before observed,  
are essentials in a republican government: yet they are equally 
essential among rulers : because these have the power of diffusing 
around them an extensive influence; and if they should ever be 
disposed to abuse it for wicked purposes, they may render it as 
corrupting as it is extensive : and this influence would be making 
silent progress, and gradually impairing the moral health of the
community. In such cases, rulers and people would recipro- 
cally produce sentiments and measures, unfavorable to sound 
principles and the public good. Hence the immense advantage 
of wise, humane and salutary laws—administered with purity 
and executed with firmness. We are not aware of the comman­
ding influence of such laws, thus administered and carried into 
execution: nor how much our peace and comfort and safety— 
our property, liberties and lives depend upon it. We can fully 
know its value only by losing it, or witnessing the sufferings and 
privations of those people who are destitute of this precious pro­
tection. Its blessings are diffused in ten thousand directions, 
without our particular observation ; and we remark the effects 
it produces on society in all its valuable institutions and amiable 
relations, as we perceive the progress of fertilizing streams—too 
small in themselves to command attention—by the luxuriance 
which marks their course. It is equally true that bad laws— 
partial in their provisions and tendency, and at variance with 
pure principles and morals, have a pernicious influence on soci­
ety : gradual and often imperceptible for a season, but certain 
in its consequences.—The moral atmosphere becomes impure 
and unhealthy; and before the poison is generally discovered, it 
is found to have produced some fatal disease in the system.
I have made these closing observations to you, Gentlemen,— 
not because they have an immediate connection with your offi­
cial duty as Grand Jurors: nor because we have reason to ap­
prehend, under our new government, any evils different from 
those which fall to the lot of other States, or any peculiar imper­
fections or faults in the administration of the Government—but 
because the occasion seemed to offer an opportunity for the ex­
pression of the sentiments you have heard, which might, without 
any impropriety, be embraced. They contain truths which 
ought never to be forgotten, because we all have an interest in 
remembering them. If any scenes can awaken our better feel­
ings and animate us to virtuous efforts for the lasting welfare of 
our Infant R epublic, they must be those in which we are witnes­
sing its early efforts in those arrangements intimately connected 
with its character and happiness— As we are all engaged in the 
same cause, let us on all occasions cultivate a spirit of harmo­
ny and candour; which is ever friendly to the correct discharge 
of our duties, whether of a public or private nature—Let us all, 
with a steady eye, look to the best interests of the State, and 
constantly endeavour to promote them by acting with fidelity the 
part assigned us—We may then, with humble hope, implore the 
blessing of Heaven to crown those endeavours with success.
